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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
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Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 
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Art Unit: 3765 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 25-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Paepke 
(US 3990270). 

Paepke (US 3990270) teaches the invention as claimed including a circular 
knitting machine (10) comprising a needle cylinder (15, 200) with a plurality of axial 
slots (16), needles (17, 201) and means (20, 32; 204, 210) for actuating the needles a sub- 
needle (20, 204) arranged in the corresponding axial slot (16) connected bilaterally (see 
column 1, lines 45-51) to the corresponding needle (17, 201), said sub-needle being able 
to oscillate on a radial plane of the needle cylinder (see col .3, 1 .9-1 1 ; col .9, 1 .53-54) in 
order to pass from an active position (Figs. 5 and 12), in which the sub-needle (20, 204) 
is extracted radially with its heel (25, 205) from the corresponding axial slot (16) of the 
needle cylinder so as to engage paths (30, 207) formed by sub-needle actuation cams (35, 
36, 37), which are arranged around the needle cylinder (15, 200) and are suitable to 
produce or allow a movement of said sub-needle along the corresponding axial slot of the 
needle cylinder (col. 3, 1.31-43), to an inactive position (Figs. 4 and 13), in which it is 
embedded with its heel (25, 205) in the corresponding axial slot (16) of the needle 
cylinder (15, 200) so as to avoid engaging said sub-needle actuation cams (col.3, 1.15- 
30; col.9, 1.57-65); sub-needle actuation means (32, 210) being provided which act on 



Application/Control Number: 10/554,405 
Art Unit: 3765 

said sub-needle (20, 204) for its transition from said active position to said inactive 
position (co 1.7, 1.34-62; col. 9, 1.66 o col. 10, 1.17). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Paepke 
(US 3990270) in view of Lonati (3924423). 

Paepke (US 39902700 teaches the invention a claimed as set forth above in the 
rejection to claim 25. Paepke (US 3990270) does not teach the knitting machine 
rotatable in both directions for knitting. Lonati (3924423) teaches knitting on a circular 
knitting machine that is rotatable in both directions. It would have been obvious at the 
time the invention was made to provide the knitting machine of Paepke as rotatable in 
both directions for knitting as shown by Lonati in order to increase the efficient of the 
knitting process. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 30-4$ are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Danny Worrell whose telephone number is 571/272-4997. 



The examiner can normally be reached on MONDAY-THURSDAY. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, GARY WELCH can be reached on 571/272-4996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 7 
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